DATE: 2014-11-20 16:06:37
FROM: David Sheppard <D.Sheppard@leathersellers-federation.com>
TO: Chris Wheal <chris@wheal.co>
SUBJECT: RE: Academy status

Dear Mr Wheal

Thank you for your email.

I am sure you have been told that the LA and Council have met with the Federation and expressed full support of their decision to set up a working party to examine issues of governance, including academy status. You have also been told that the LA know that no decision about the future Governance of the Federation has been taken. It is proper that the important issues of governance and securing the best possible outcomes for children are given careful consideration.

The Governors do not accept the suggestion that the school or Governing Board has been secretive. The Governing Board has established a formal and transparent process within their powers to conduct a proper enquiry. You have engaged in that process and received prompt, accurate and courteous responses. Governors are aware that there has been misinformation circulated and regret that, particularly if it inflames opinion without regard to the facts.

As an employer the Federation has a duty of care to all employees. No member of staff should be put in a position where visitors to the school and welcome guests would behave in any way that is perceived as hostile or threatening. Employees within the Federation would act appropriately to ensure the dignity and safety of all. 

I am concerned about some of the tone and terminology of your email. I do not believe actions taken Governors or by me on their behalf warrant the language you have used.

I understand from the Clerk to the Governors you have requested to meet me. I am happy to meet you and my PA will be in contact to discuss any concerns you may have.

With regards

David Sheppard

David Sheppard
Executive Headteacher
Leathersellers' Federation of Schools
020 8690 3710 ext. 603046
PA to the Executive Sandra Isaac s.issac@leathersellers-federation.com
http://www.prendergast-school.com/federation/federation.htm

The Leathersellers' Federation of Schools is providing outstanding education to students in Lewisham. This year the schools in the Federation again achieved their best ever results at GCSE and A Level. We are determined to ensure every child succeeds.


-----Original Message-----
From: Chris Wheal [mailto:chris@wheal.co] 
Sent: 20 November 2014 10:45
To: David Sheppard
Cc: Frankie Sulke
Subject: Academy status

Frankie Sulke suggested I email. I am away all day today so was going to wait until tomorrow, however I suggest you attend the Fopsa meeting tonight. Although it is meant to be discussing the Christmas fair there is a significant level of disgust at the school deliberately keeping the academy news from parents. I know additional parents are intending to attend to ask questions. It will not be fair of the staff to face hostility not of their own making.

I am not sure I will be back in time to attend.

I have to say I am disgusted by the school's secrecy about this. You have made enemies of friends.

Chris Wheal
+447831268261
Sent from my iPhone


